BACKGROUND                    33
I. It grew up in big banks. It threw
work of credit and saving-institutions
the whole country. It caught up in it
individual and every class, down to the
est craftsmen and the small farmers.
*d them with fine ropes to its Stock
ange manoeuvres and speculations. The
man in France is a gambler as much as
er.
lance also went out to build the French
ire:    it is  knit  together  by  invested
sy,   shares   and   banking-sheets.    The
ch capitalist does not export industrial
ucts,  but  capital.    He  draws  interest
the exploitation of colonial riches and
/e labour, not as industrial employer,
mainly as purveyor of money.
is ideal is a boss3 life without the adven-
us risk of the explorer or the steady
rt  of the   industrialist.   His  father  or
idfather may have been the one or the
;r; the son sits back in his chair, cutting
pons.    The   Frenchman   is   no   idler:
ich scientists, engineers, even shopkeepers
hard-working people.   But he tends to
re for safety and an easy life.    He wants
>e a rentier.
a  fact,   the   French  bourgeoisie   is   no
s of captains of industry.    It is a class